The year is divided into rainy and dry seasons. About two-thirds of the precipitation falls in the rainy season, which begins in late May and lasts through October; maxima occur in June and September-October.3 The annual precipitation ranges from 6o to 70 inches; the average monthly rain-fall in the dry season is about two inches. Occasionally during this period cold winds, los nortes, drive the temperature down as far as 500, but the drop is not so uncomfortable as that brought by the cold March winds of the United States.4 The hottest period of the day comes from ten to twelve in the morning; but the cool sea breezes that usually modify the heat in the afternoon make life bearable, and the nights are clear and cool. RAINFALL Climatically, the character of the island was not exaggerated by the American promoters. The land can be cultivated the year round. As no month is entirely dry and no month brings the danger of frost, the growing of fruits and vegetables depends more on the market than on the climate.
The floral landscape of the northern part of the island is characteristically an open pine forest-from which the island received its name-with palmettos, savana of shrubs and grasses, royal palms, and low, thick mangrove formations. In the past probably much of the region was covered with pine; but at the time the Americans arrived the open stand was almost wholly a secondary growth, the result of exploitation and fire. Where the soil is sandy loam, as in many of the depressions of the interior plain,5 the palmetto, particularly the species Acmlorraphe Wrightii, is dominant. Margins of the sea, rivers, and small streams can be easily identified by dense junglelike formations, including the impenetrable mangrove, the royal palm, the majagua, the alligator apple, the coco plum, the tree fern, and a variety of smaller trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. By far the most extensive floral cover of the northern region is the savana associations of shrubs, palmettos, and grasses.6 The southern part of the island presents a great many species of hardwoods, shrubs, and ferns. The royal palm, prominent in the north, He is also credited with the introduction of the first citrus fruit tree. The first American town to be founded was Columbia, at the foot of Mt. San Juan, eight miles from Nueva Gerona over a picturesque road through the pass of the Sierra los Caballos. The new town was also near the beautiful Bibijagua Beach, later to be popular with tourists. Columbia was founded in I902. By I9IO it had progressed to the point of possessing a hotel, a general store, a post office, a school, a church, and many houses; its wharf was on the Jucaro River.
In I902 surveying and clearing were also begun at McKinley, whose name suggests its period and its origin. The new town, 712 miles from Nueva Gerona, near the Las Nuevas River, had the distinction of being the first purely American colony to be established on the island.
Thereafter promotion was rapid. The period from I902 to I9IO The period of land-company promotion may be regarded as coming to an end about I9IO; after that year attention was focused on development. Small investors had been encouraged to buy small parcels of land, in the hope that they could make a comfortable living from the cultivation of fruit; and during the period I9I0-I9I5 more than a million dollars was spent in experiments with citrus fruits and $240,000 on road development.
Civic organizations were formed, and, particularly during I9I6-I9I7, there was a considerable amount of planned activity. Promoters envisaged the island not only as a source of income for fruit growers but as a tropical playground, rivaling Florida's east coast; and Bibijagua Beach was "boosted," a golf course was built, the opportunities for riding splendid saddle horses over entrancing bridle paths were advertised, and plans were drawn for the erection of a modern hotel.
In I9I7 the Isle of Pines experienced two reverses. America entered the war, and attention was diverted from such things as citrus groves and tropical playgrounds. However, the real blow was a devastating hurricane, which created profound discouragement. Many settlers were as anxious to leave the island as they had been to arrive.
A SECOND PERIOD OF COLONIZATION
The interest that sprang up after the Spanish-American War was rekindled at the close of the World War. A second period of settlement and colonization began, probably due to unrest in the United States; new lands and opportunities were again sought. Endeavors were made to fill the gaps and to resell and resettle some of the places that had been abandoned by the less temerarious owners who had left the island in the wake of the hurricane. Newcomers no longer were pioneers. Much of the preliminary clearing, surveying, and even building had already been accomplished; and a great deal more was known about the possibilities of agriculture and the markets for its products. At the close of I92I about 8ooo Americans owned property on the island, and about 750 of them lived there permanently.
Some of the improvements that resulted from this second wave of colonization were good roads to all parts of the occupied areas and the installation of telephone exchanges at Nueva Gerona, Santa Fe, and Santa Barbara. American interests included the cultivation of some four thousand acres of grapefruit and orange groves, the largest of which were in the Nueva Gerona and Santa Barbara districts.
Optimists again predicted the complete Americanization of the Isle of Pines. Actually the capital investment of the Land Companies that had promoted the island in the first place was too great to let go without a struggle; and advertisements flared from newspapers, magazines, prospectuses, and billboards in the United States in an effort to reawaken public interest in a home in the tropics.
The The causes of the decline of the American settlement may be summarized briefly. Many of the original land purchasers (parcel purchasers, not the Land Companies) bought in ignorance of conditions on the island and were disappointed when they arrived. Most of them knew little or nothing about the growing of citrus fruit, the opportunities for which had been overrated; they lacked sufficient capital to tide them over the period of settlement and early cultivation; and they lacked adequate transportation and other facilities for marketing their fruit to advantage, when once they had grown it. During the period of greatest expansion the World War sent the price of essential fertilizers so high that they could hardly be obtained. Increasing compe- try; there is one large American holding in the south-coast region. It is almost certain that in the course of the next generation or two the last vestige of the former American settlement will be assimilated by Cuban culture. As for the future, it is to be hoped that government policy will place greater emphasis on the conservation of the island's forest resources and a more equitable adjustment in citrus-fruit production and market demands. In terms of potentiality-estimated on the basis of soils, climate, and water available for irrigation the Isle's citrus-fruit culture and vegetable production could be increased many times. The marble quarries, the tungsten mine, and, probably, antimony, manganese, and gold will add increasing revenue. Undoubtedly the coastal waters will continue for many years to support an important sponge industry. Recent experiments in the culture of sea-island cotton indicate the possibility of a small production of this needed fiber. Particularly for Americans, the island, with its unexcelled climate, beaches, fishing, and local color, has much to offer tourists seeking a winlter resort.
